BIO OF WILLIAM H. HOLLAND
National Deputy Commander
American Volunteer Reserve

William Holland was born into the family of career Navy Petty Officer William H. Holland at Boston, MA in 1932.  As a result of regularly changing duty stations for his father, he attended a variety of schools throughout the United States, finally graduating from San Diego High School.

Although officially “under–age,” he enlisted in the Colorado National Guard in 1947 and later transferred to the California National Guard.  Upon completion of high school, he enlisted in the United States Air Force.

During his thirty years of service, Holland completed college with the University of Maryland, receiving a Bachelors degree in business and management.  He also completed 29 semester hours toward a Masters degree in public administration with the University of Oklahoma.  He retired from the Air For as a Chief Master Sergeant.

A recognized military historian, he applied for membership in the California State Military Reserve (SMR) in 1994, however age restrictions in the SMR regulations prevented him from joining.  His talents and in-depth knowledge of military history, however, brought him to the attention of the leadership of the State Military Department Run Center for Military History, who immediately signed him up as a docent.

During his service with the Center for Military History, he met a number of senior Army National Guard and State Military Reserve Officers and NCOs.  Through that association he was introduced to a fledgling group of retired and former military Officers and NCOs who had created a veterans support organization known as the United States Volunteers.  Recognizing Holland’s abilities in military administration, he was selected as the headquarters Personnel Officer.  Subsequently he and seven others formed the American Volunteer Reserve (AVR), after they were unable to obtain satisfactory responses from senior officers of the USV regarding unit finances and policies.

In 2004 Holland was appointed as Commander of the AVR’s California Regiment, with units throughout the Golden State.  Having been officially recognized by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, in 2004, as a Veteran’s Service Organization (VSO).  The AVR’s primary mission is providing burial and memorial support for deceased veterans.  When the senior leadership of the AVR changed in August 2005, Holland was named as the National Deputy Commander, Chief of Staff, and later as Commander of the 9th Brigade.

Holland has completed numerous military schools while a member of the USAF including the Officer Candidate School by correspondence in 1954.  Through the U.S. Army’s institute for Professional Development, he also completed the Army Personnel Officer’s Course.

Among Holland’s military awards and decorations are the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal w/OLC and the Air Force Commendation Medal.  He has also been awarded numerous service medals and a variety of other accolades.

Holland lives in Riverside, California.
