BIO OF BG WILLIAM CREWS MCCULLOCH
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BG William Crews McCulloch, AVR
National Commander





NATIONAL COMMANDER

AMERICAN VOLUNTEER RESERVE

BG William Crews McCulloch was appointed National Commander of the American Volunteer Reserve in September 2005 upon the retirement of National Commander, Michael R. S. Teilmann.  McCulloch previously served as Commander of the 6th Brigade, American Volunteer Reserve, covering New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana.

McCulloch’s military experience includes more than 24 years of duty in a variety of command and staff positions with the active Air Force and Army; Army Reserve; Texas State Guard; and contract work for the Department of Defense.

He was born near Hayti, Missouri, grew up on a cotton farm and graduated from Gideon High School, Gideon, Missouri in May, 1950.  The Korean War started in June, 1950.  McCulloch wanted to fly and joined the Air Force.  He immediately applied for flight school, was selected, but informed that the wait for an opening could be 2 or 3 years.  At that time an individual with a high school diploma was eligible for Air Force flight school or Officer Candidate School.  However, many with college degrees had enlisted in the Air Force to avoid being drafted into the Army or Marine Corps.  These were given priority for the openings in officer candidate school and flight school.

The Army needed officers.  McCulloch transferred to the Army, attended Signal Officer Candidate School, was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, and served as platoon leader in a radio relay company for the remainder of the Korean War.  When the War ended in July 1953 he requested release from active duty to attend college. He was released from active duty, enrolled as an engineering student at Southeast Missouri State University, and assigned to an Active Army Reserve Unit in the Corps of Engineers.

McCulloch was recalled to active duty in September, 1956, and applied for a Regular Army Commission. 

In 1956-1957 he served a year as Operations Officer for a Signal Construction Company installing permanent telephone systems for bases and dependent housing in the 5th U.S. Army Area.

In 1957, his next assignment included 4 ½ months at the Infantry School, and then to Germany for three years.

1957-1958 - In Germany he served as Executive Officer of a Signal Construction Company for 9 months.  He received a Regular Commission in Artillery and was transferred to an Armored Field Artillery Battalion.

1958-1960- McCulloch received the following duty assignments: (1) Battalion Communications Officer: (2) Executive Officer of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery; (3) Firing Battery Commander; (4) Battalion Fire Direction Officer; (5) Assistant Battalion Operations Officer; and (6) As a First Lieutenant, he served for 6 months in a Major slot as S3, Battalion Operations Officer.

Returning to the States in October 1960, McCulloch received the following duty assignments: (1) To the Infantry School for Airborne Training; (2) To Kansas State University for completion of his Bachelors Degree; (3) To the Artillery School.  Since his last troop assignment had included   Fire Direction Officer for a combat ready Field Artillery Battalion, he was assigned the project of updating and rewriting FM 6-40, The “Bible” for Field Artillery.  This project was completed in record time and he was given a special letter of commendation; (4) He then completed the 10 months Artillery Officers Career Course, that included: (1) Nuclear Weapons Employment Officer training on all nuclear weapons in the U.S. Arsenal; (2) Training on all U.S. Field Artillery Weapons; (3) Training on all U.S. Surface to Surface Missiles in use by the Army, to include the Red Stone that put the first American into space; (4) Training on all U.S. Air Defense Missiles.

1962 Upon completion of the Artillery Career Course McCulloch was sent for special training: (1) To the Special Warfare School for training as a Special Forces Officer (Green Beret), and (2) To Counter Insurgency Staff Officer Course.

Special Forces personnel are required to be trained and experienced in multiple military disciplines.  Those two years of schooling prepared McCulloch for assignment to the 1st Special Forces Group, Airborne, stationed on Okinawa.  The 1st SF Group was the parent unit for Special Action Force Asia, and had SF Detachments engaged in special operations throughout Southeast Asia.

1962-1964 For two years McCulloch commanded a Special Forces Detachment, working with the CIA on classified assignments in Southeast Asia.  This included command of a Battalion Strike Force of 1,000 mercenaries engaged in daily combat against infiltrators coming from North Vietnam through Laos and into South Vietnam.  During this time, he was requested to combat test a new experimental rifle, the XM 16.  He received a special commendation from Army Ordnance for making 5 recommendations for improvement to the rifle that were approved and incorporated when it was type classified as the M 16 Rifle.  Many of his personal combat experiences are recorded in two books by Jim Morris, (1) War Story and (2) Fighting Men, plus two documentaries on the Green Berets and an Army Training Film on Guerilla Warfare.  His military decorations include the Silver Star, Bronze Star W/OLC, Purple Heart, Army Commendation Medal W/OLC, Combat Infantry Badge, Parachutist Badge, and numerous Service Medals.

1964 McCulloch, while still a Captain, received an appointment to Command and General Staff College.  Army Special Forces was not a separate office career branch of the Army at that time, and officers were drawn from all branches of the Army.  The Artillery Career Branch informed McCulloch that he needed additional command time as an Artillery Commander.  He was  transferred to the 173rd Airborne Brigade and given command of an Artillery Battery.

1965 - He was on the  list to Major and on his way to C&GS, with what appeared to be a bright military career.  During a mass Airborne Drop, in maneuvers with the 173rd  Airborne Infantry Brigade and the Nationalist Chinese Army on Taiwan, McCulloch sustained injuries, when coupled with prior combat wounds, ended his prospects for a full military career.  He resigned and returned to civilian life, where he felt his prospects were greater.

After separation from active duty McCulloch served 2 ½  years in the Texas State Guard as a Battalion Commander, commanding all Texas State Guard Troops in Northeast Texas. 

Following is a recap of McCulloch’s military schooling and experience:

Military Schools

Electronics School- Air Force


    Nuclear Weapons Employment School-Army

Bomb Navigation School-Air Force

    Artillery School-Army

Signal School- Army


                 Special Warfare School-Army

Infantry School-Army



     Counter Insurgency School-Army

Airborne School-Army


     

Chemical, Biological and Radiological School-Army

Military Experience

Platoon Leader, Signal Radio Relay Company

Company Executive Officer, Army Engineer Battalion (Active Reserve Unit, 3 years)

S3, Operations Officer, Signal Construction Company, 5th Army U.S.

Executive Officer, Signal Construction Company, 7th Army Europe

Communications Officer, Armored Field Artillery Battalion, Germany

Executive Officer, HQ & HQ Battery, Armored Field Artillery Battalion, Germany

Firing Battery Commander, Armored Field Artillery Battalion, Germany

Assistant S3, and Fire Direction Officer, Armored Field Artillery Battalion, Germany

S3, Operations Officer, Armored Field Artillery Battalion, Germany 

Commander, Special Forces Detachment

Commander, Infantry Battalion ( 1,000 mercenaries), Southeast Asia

Commander, Airborne Artillery Battery

Commander, Texas State Guard Battalion

Following is a synopsis of McCulloch’s experience and schooling since leaving active military Service.

Schooling

Corporate Finance, University of Texas

Completed 18 semester hours of Course Work for Master of Industrial Engineering

Management, New Mexico State University

Numerous seminars and workshops on Corporate Management, and Finance

Experience

1965-1970 President and General Manager,  McGehee Planting Company, McGehee, Arkansas, a 10,000 acre cotton and grain farming operation in the Arkansas Delta, with approximately 200 tenants and employees, to include management of cotton gin, grain elevator and fertilizer plant.

1971-1980 Owner and General Manager, McCulloch Enterprises, Weatherford, Texas a small

conglomerate that included, manufacturing Recreation Vehicles, Pickup Campers and Travel Trailers, Real Estate Development, Home Construction and operation of a Title Insurance Company.

In 1978 McCulloch ran for U.S. Congress in the 17th U.S. Congressional District of Texas. This district encompassed 33 counties.  He lost, but made many contacts that have paid great dividends in the years since.

1980-1986 Major stockholder and General Manager of Trans Western Resources, Dallas, Texas,

an oil and gas exploration and production Company.  In January 1986 OPEC flooded the world market with oil.  Within 3 months the U.S. price dropped from $28.50 to $8.50 per barrel.  This price was below recovery costs, and McCulloch sold his interest to a larger firm. 

In September 1986 McCulloch was contacted by an old friend, a retired Air Force Officer, working for DOD.  He was told that DOD needed his military and industrial expertise.  For the next 8 years McCulloch worked on DOD contracts that put him in regular contact with top military brass of all branches of the Service.

1986-1988 Worked with Analytical Systems Engineering Corporation, in partnership with Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, New Mexico, under a DOD contract to design, produce, and install security systems for Military Bases and Installations, worldwide.  McCulloch worked as a member of a 15 person team that developed, produced and fielded the first computer controlled nuclear security systems at nuclear sites in Europe. In this position McCulloch made frequent trips to Europe, working with top military brass, and carrying an ID card and orders that accorded him the same privileges and recognition as a military officer.

1988-1981 McCulloch was asked by Sandia National Laboratories to assist Laguna Pueblo with an Army Contract to design and manufacture large scale communications systems capable of integrating land lines, fiber optics cable, and radio links with automatic encryption/decryption capability.  The systems were mounted on five ton trucks and were for  use at Division, Corps, and Army level.  He accepted the challenge, and assembled an engineering team of approximately 30 members including mechanical and electrical engineers, CAD operators, and clerical help. There were four different models and the design and 1st prototypes were to be completed in six months.  The deadline was met and the design approved.  Laguna Pueblo needed work for their people, and much work remained for Laguna Industries to get the factory organized and into production.  Feeling a mission call to assist the Laguna Pueblo, McCulloch accepted the position of Manager of Manufacturing.  During the first Gulf War, equipment manufactured by Laguna Industries was used at the top levels of command.  Laguna had two technicians with the troops and McCulloch was in touch with them daily.

Working with Military, Government and Industry leaders, he left Laguna Industries three years later with 350 employees and a $50 million backlog of government contracts.

McCulloch’s next challenge came with the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI).  DOD and NASA requested the development of a laser transceiver.  This is a system capable of searching for and locking onto another remote transceiver to transmit and receive voice and other communications signals over a laser beam.  A second SDI project involved the development of a gimbal system having zero tolerance and zero backlash with extreme accuracy at great ranges capable of tracking a missile in flight to hold a laser beam on the exact same spot to burn through the missile skin and cause it to disintegrate in flight.  McCulloch was operations manager for these two projects, and they were both successfully completed.  However, the SDI program was cancelled when Clinton became president.

In 1994 McCulloch formed Camtech, Inc. (Computer Aided Manufacturing Technologies), a New Mexico Corporation.  This was an engineering consulting firm that did work for High Tech Companies primarily in the design and manufacturing of equipment used to manufacture computer chips.  During this time McCulloch developed and patented a rapid access digital locking system. This latch is currently used on many models of rapid access gun vaults.  

In 1999 McCulloch sold his patents and business interests and retired on a cattle ranch at Graham, Texas.

After 9/11 McCulloch was again anxious to serve his country.  In December 2004 he joined the American Volunteer Reserve, recruited personnel and organized the 2nd Texas Honors and Homeland Security Battalion at Graham, Texas.

In April 2005 McCulloch was appointed Commander of the 6th Brigade, American Volunteer Reserve (NM, OK, TX, ARK, and LA).  

In Addition to BG McCulloch’s business and professional interest, he has always made time for his church, community and civic interests.  He has served on many boards and committees to benefit the communities in which he has lived.  He taught Sunday school for more than thirty years, and is currently a Deacon in his church.  He has been a member of many civic clubs through the years, such as Lions and Kiwanis and is immediate past President of the Graham Kiwanis Club. 

