HEADQUARTERS

AMERICAN VOLUNTEER RESERVE

16111 Plummer St., Bldg 22, Box 63

Sepulveda, California 91343

TO: All Members         4 June 2006

SUBJECT: State of the Organization

FROM: Chief of Staff

1. Background: On 28 August 2005, our national commander, Brigadier General Michael R. S. Teilmann retired from the AVR.LTC William H. Holland with the solid support of the remaining board, picked up the reins as acting Chief Of Staff, and a search for a new National Commander was initiated. Our remaining General Officer BG John Donnellon had recently suffered a mild stroke and his doctor advised him to also retire. After contacting a number of candidates, the Board Of Directors selected Colonel William C McCulloch of the 6th Brigade to be the National Commander, while retaining command of the 6th Brigade.

2. Colonel McCullogh asked LTC Holland to stay as the permanent Chief Of Staff and to command the 9th Brigade. The Board Of Directors approved both appointments and promoted LTC Holland to Colonel on 15 November 2005.

3. At the same time the legal entity of the American Volunteer Reserve needed to be addressed. 

LTC Holland became the president of the corporation and a new Board Of Directors was appointed. They are:

                  William H. Holland :.President & Treasurer

                  Edward J. Johnston: Secretary

                  Louis Quiroz

                  Earl C. Smith

                  Lev M . Leznik

                  Mahesh P. Parekh

                  Joey Blanco

                  Clark Fuentes

                  Frank Martinez

                  James Bratton

                  Joe Sainz

                  Henry Von Seyfried

                  John Seitz

4. A new website: americanvolunteerreserve.org has been established with LTC Jim Bratton as the Webmaster, and additions to it are being added as they are developed. A Quartermaster’s page is now available; more AVR regulations are being rewrote and will soon be available on the site; a newsletter, with CW4 Herbert H. Booker as editor was established. Other features planned are standard training courses, such as a basic NCO course; a corporate page, which will contain our bonafidies; and a reporting system which will permit gathering of data for use by reporting units as well as higher headquarters. 

5. Our G4, LTC Ed Johnston has performed an inventory of what AVR property is on hand. He will oversee the procurement and distribution of accouterments. 

6. We contacted Congressman Ken Calvert concerning wear of the Army uniform. He forwarded our request to the Secretary of the Army who replied that we would need an exception to policy letter and requested certain accouterments which modify the uniform. These were sent to the Secretary thru the Congressman’s office in November of 2005. I checked with the local office last week and was told that no word had yet been received from the Army and that a follow up will be requested. While I cannot positively say our request will be approved, the tone of the first letter gives me guarded optimism for final approval.

7. The legal entity of the AVR is as follows. We are a registered corporation in both California and Nevada. As soon as we complete the tax records for 2005, the Nevada corporation will be closed as it costs us around $250 a year to keep it going as well as $25 a year for California. We have tax exempt status under 501©)(3) from the IRS and the same from California. Additionally we changed the names of officials on all business documents. 

8. The Department of Veterans Affairs lists the AVR as a Veterans Service Organization.

9. Our shoulder insignia (patch) has been copy written.

10. Headquarters Officers

            National Commander: Colonel William C. McCulloch

            National Chief of Staff: Colonel William H. Holland

            DCS, Personnel: Captain Michael Hawley

            DCS, Intelligence: Colonel Louis Quiroz

            DCS, Operations & Training: Lieutenant Colonel Rollin Wright

            DCS, Logistics: Lieutenant Colonel Edward J. Johnston

            Chief of Chaplains: Colonel Norman Goodwin


Director of Media Relations, James Bratton

11. Finances: As the inventory of assets reflects a need for many additional items the Board Of Directors has approved the reinstatement of dues (S35.00) for all members for each year of their membership. The dues are to be forwarded to national headquarters. As of this writing the bank account has about $2100.00. If we can collect due from all members, it will permit restocking of all AVR peculiar items and provide an adequate balance for future needs.

12. Goals: It is my hope that we can provide all the features listed in para 4 by the end of CY 2006 and that we will have obtained Army authorization the wear our modified uniform. If these elements are put in place, it will provide a solid foundation for rapid expansion in the following years.

13. In the meantime we will continue to provide services to veterans and train ourselves to be available to assist in any way we can in emergencies.

WILLIAM H. HOLLAND

COL, AG, AVR

Chief of Staff

